
Supporting African American 
Student Needs During COVID-19

Tyrone C. Howard, Ph.D.
UCLA—Pritzker Center for Strengthening Children & Families

May 11, 2020



The Concerns for Black Children Post COVID-19

• Academic

• Socioemotional Health

• Economic

• The State of Schools Post  
COVID- 19











Socioemotional Health & Well-Being

• Start a conversation

• Destigmatize mental health

• Model prosocial & positive mental health behavior

• Identify community resources



Disproportionality in School Discipline Affects 
Black Children

(Howard, 2018)

• Tardiness
• Dress Code Violation
• Disrespect
• Defiance
• Drugs
• Weapons
• Fighting
• Chronic Absenteeism
• Truancy
• Threats
• Insubordination





Different Way of Doing Schools?



What if we…

• Focus each hour on student learning instead of seat time? Tony Smith, former 
Illinois State Superintendent says in his article “The Invisible Blizzard and the 
Importance of E-Learning” that we have prioritized seat time over student 
learning and that our schools waste our children’s time and creativity every day. 
Our current way of doing school is organized around a dominant culture view of 
time: time to sit, time to learn, time to move on, time to test, etc. 

• Smith says that we can, if we wish, create a new system where teachers can use 
their creativity to connect with students about ideas, projects, activities and 
learning ”in ways not dictated by hands on a clock.” We can use the moment we 
are in to ask teachers how they would work or what they would do differently if 
their days were designed around student learning as opposed to seat time. What 
if we engage teachers now to design a system that focuses on learning and 
competency development.

https://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/education/489752-the-invisible-blizzard-and-the-importance-of-e-learning


What if we…

…organize the curriculum with project based learning (PBL) as a key 
component and create opportunities for every student to 

participate. Think about it, a plumber doesn’t become a good plumber 
without being an apprentice and learning by doing. They do not 

become an expert by sitting at a desk listening to a lecture about how 
to unclog a pipe. Nor do medical doctors, electricians, teachers, 
mechanics, writers, chefs, or nurses. All career and professional 

learning involves learning by doing.



What if we…

• Implement a focal student approach where we structure the 
classroom to meet the needs of students farthest from 
learning? Return to school with teachers prepared to name the 
students who are struggling the most to learn and teach the teachers 
how to use a focal student approach that discovers what these 
students need and how to best reach them. This approach does not 
assume a teacher knows what is in the way of a student learning, but 
instead has the teacher engaging with the student to figure out what 
the barriers are to learning and finding innovative ways to meet their 
needs.



What if We...

…gathered data from students about their experience of our 
classrooms and schools regularly? We know that how students feel 

about being in school impacts their learning. What if we implement a 
system to learn in real time how the learning environment is working or 

not working for students? Ideally these assessments are conducted 
every week by every teacher in every school so that teachers and other 

leaders see how well students are engaged in their learning,



• Later Start Time

• Don’t Mess with Recess

• Organize the Day Better

• Quality Instruction over 
Quantity of Time

• Organizinhttps://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/02/26/there-are-
smart-ways-to-use-time.htmlg the School Day

https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2020/02/26/there-are-smart-ways-to-use-time.html




What are the possibilities and 
limits for redoing and 

redesigning the way that 
schools operate and function?
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