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As we begin..

Think about the curriculum planning work your district or distrcts are 

engaging in this year. What specific aspect of strong instruction is keeping 

you up at night?

Get ready to share! Add your responses to the chat. 
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Session Norms

Virtual Norms

• Be on video

• Use the chat!

• Jump in with 

questions

• MUTE, but unmute 

for verbal responses

• We are Better 

Together 

Safety to share different perspectives

Equity of voice

Active and attentive listening

Commitment to the work

Mindful while using technology
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Session 1: 

Introduction to the 

Learning Acceleration 

Guide

Session 2: Supporting 

Student Wellbeing 

and Connectedness

Session 3: 

Identifying Essential 

Content for 

Acceleration

Session 4: Adapting 

Your Scope & 

Sequence and Pacing 

Guidance

Session 5: Planning 

Your Approach to 

Diagnosing 

Unfinished Learning

Session 6: Increasing 

Student Engagement 

& Ownership in 

Virtual Delivery

Session 7: Planning 

Your Training for 

Teachers and Leaders

Session 8: Managing 

& Improving Your 

Work 

Where are we going?

PD Sessions:

Learn and Practice

Coaching Sessions:

Apply and Plan
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At the end of this session, you’ll be able to….

Learn how to prioritize 

the most critical content 

for ELA and math.

1

Identify the prerequisite 

knowledge, skills, and 

academic vocabulary that 

students will need to 

access that grade level 

content.

2

Identify current status of 

this work within your 

district and create a plan 

for supporting 

schools/teachers within 

your role.

3
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Making connections to the Learning Continuity and Attendance Plan

Pupil Learning Loss Continuity of  Learning

How will districts diagnose 

unfinished learning? 

What strategies will they use to 

accelerate learning?

How will they measure the 

effectiveness of the supports they 

are providing? 

What will synchronous and 

asynchronous instruction look 

like? 

How will they ensure continued 

access to high quality instruction 

and content? 

How will teachers and 

administrators be supported? 
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Agenda

Prioritizing the Most Critical Content

Identifying Prerequisite Knowledge, Skills, and 

Academic Vocabulary

Planning for Next Steps
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Accelerated Learning versus Remediation

Rollins, Suzy Pepper. Learning in the Fast Lane: 8 Ways to Put All Students on the Road to Academic Success. ASCD Member Book. 2014.

Remediation often focuses on drilling 

students on isolated skills that bear 

little resemblance to current curriculum. 

Activities connect to standards from 

years ago and aim to have students 

master content from years past.

Accelerated Learning strategically 

prepares students for success in current 

grade-level content.

Acceleration readies students for new 

learning. Past concepts and skills are 

addressed, but always in the purposeful 

context of current learning.
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FOUNDATIONAL 

SKILLS
Explicit, systematic practice with Reading Foundational 

Skills in the early grades.

COMPLEXITY
Regular practice with complex text and its academic 

language. 

KNOWLEDGE Building knowledge and vocabulary through text.

EVIDENCE-BASED
Reading, writing and speaking grounded in evidence 

from text, both literary and informational.

Four Essential Practices in ELA
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SAP’s Priority Instructional Content

SAP Priority Instructional Content

Read pages 6-7 of this document, outlining the purpose 

of the work itself.

https://achievethecore.org/page/3267/2020-21-priority-instructional-content-in-english-language-arts-literacy-and-mathematics?utm_source=Subscriber+Master+List&utm_campaign=92325b324c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_06_24_07_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a3f2445f50-92325b324c-317119305
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SAP’s English Language Arts Priority Instructional Content

Read pages 61-64 of this document, outlining the 

approach we’ll take in English Language Arts.
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Priority Standard – RI.1 
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What are your reactions to the ideas contained in this 

document?

How do we ensure our students experience the four best 

practices in literacy instruction?

Share out responses.
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FOCUS
Narrow the way time and energy is spent in the math 
classroom so that students focus deeply on the most 
essential math content for the grade/subject rather than 
go “an inch wide and a mile deep.”

COHERENCE
Connect content across grades so that students can build 
new understanding onto foundations built in previous 
years and link to major topics within grades.

RIGOR
Pursue a balance of conceptual understanding, 
procedural skill and fluency, and application. Historically, 
most math instruction has focused exclusively on 
procedural skill and fluency. 

Prioritizing Critical Content in Math
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FOCUS: We know that the standards already prioritize content.

https://achievethecore.org/category/774/mathematics-focus-by-grade-level

https://achievethecore.org/category/774/mathematics-focus-by-grade-level
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COHERENCE: We also know that the standards are coherently and 

strategically sequenced.



/ 17

Curricula with crosswalks that prioritize the most critical content. 

• CKLA

• Wit & Wisdom

• Eureka

• EL

• Illustrative Math

• Bridges

…and several more!
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At the end of this session, you’ll be able to….

Learn how to prioritize 

the most critical content 

for ELA and math.

1

Identify the prerequisite 

knowledge, skills, and 

academic vocabulary that 

students will need to 

access that grade level 

content.

2

Identify current status of 

this work within your 

district and create a plan 

for supporting 

schools/teachers within 

your role.

3
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Agenda

Prioritizing the Most Critical Content

Identifying Prerequisite Knowledge, Skills, 

and Academic Vocabulary

Planning for Next Steps
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Identifying prerequisite knowledge, skills, and academic vocabulary

Read Text & Identify 

Knowledge

Conduct Qualitative Analysis

Review SAP Guidance

Consider “Just In Time” 

Supports
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Grades 4-5 (pg. 86)

Quick orientation to the guidance by specific grade band
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Steps 1 and 2

To deeply understand Esperanza Rising, fourth grade 

students might need to build their knowledge of:

• Mexican history

• Great Depression/life in the 1930s

• Life of migrant workers 

• Use of metaphors to convey complex ideas

To help students experience success with this grade-

level text, a teacher could:

• Integrate non-fiction texts/media to supplement 

anchor text 

• Use an interactive map to track journey

• A symbolism tracker
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Share your responses.

Are identifying prerequisite skills and knowledge, and 

conducting qualitative analyses of texts strengths in your 

district?

What structures, professional learning, or others supports 

might you need to create to support teachers in engaging in 

this work?
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5 Minute Break

Back at 10:20
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Step 3

Meaning/ Knowledge

Sequences of Text-

Specific 

Questions and Tasks 

(RI.1/RL.1) 

Regular Evidence-

Based 

Writing (W.9) 

Frequent Evidence-

Based 

Discussions (SL.1) 
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Discuss in breakout groups.

What reflections do you have about this process and 

approach? What opportunities or challenges does it present?

How does this process compare to the approach your district 

has taken to this work, both before and after COVID?
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Share your responses.

What reflections do you have about this process and 

approach? What opportunities or challenges does it present?

How does this process compare to the approach your district 

has taken to this work, both before and after COVID?
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At the end of this session, you’ll be able to….

Learn how to prioritize 

the most critical content 

for ELA and math.

1

Identify the prerequisite 

knowledge, skills, and 

academic vocabulary that 

students will need to 

access that grade level 

content.

2

Identify current status of 

this work within your 

district and create a plan 

for supporting 

schools/teachers within 

your role.

3
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Agenda

Prioritizing the Most Critical Content

Identifying Prerequisite Knowledge, Skills, and 

Academic Vocabulary

Planning for Next Steps
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Discuss in breakout groups.

What did you learn from this process? Share new insights 

or changed thinking.

What are the implications of your new learning? What will 

you do next?
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Share out next steps.

What’s one question you still have and one next step you will 

take out of this session?
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At the end of this session, you’ll be able to….

Learn how to prioritize 

the most critical content 

for ELA and math.

1

Identify the prerequisite 

knowledge, skills, and 

academic vocabulary that 

students will need to 

access that grade level 

content.

2

Identify current status of 

this work within your 

district and create a plan 

for supporting 

schools/teachers within 

your role.

3
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Help us help you!

Feedback link provided in handout and in chat

Please share your feedback.
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Suzanne.Marks@tntp.org

tntp.org

facebook.com/TNTP.org

twitter.com/tntp

linkedin.com/company/tntp

Connect with us.


