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• Include play foods, recipes and other 
items that support the individuality of 
your students

• Great area to develop empathy 
• Language development and role-playing 

help develop personal problem-solving 
skills and help little ones develop an 
understanding of their world.

Ideal area to support language and social competencies, especially when environment is 
designed to connect little ones with their home or community experiences.





Dramatic Play





• Include books and other literacy tools 
that are reflective of the children and the 
wider community

• Quiet area can be a great place for little 
ones to engage individually or in small 
groups with literature that is reflective of 
them and their own personal experiences

• Small privacy nook is a perfect space to 
help children feel safe and build self-
regulating skills.

Perfect cozy space for quiet reflection and experiences connecting children with great 
literature reflective of themselves and their community.





Library & Cozy Area





• Create a safe space for children to 
challenge themselves to build large 
structures

• Include a variety of blocks, builders and 
accessories such as vehicles, people and 
signs.

• Images of local community buildings or 
other student interests can help create a 
meaningful and engaging space for 
children.

Great space in the classroom for developing perseverance, cognitive skills and cooperation all 
while engaging in play.





Block Play Area





• Include a variety of hands-on 
manipulatives that help support math 
concepts like counting & comparing, 
measuring, and shapes

• Encourage math engagement by turning 
math problems into play

• Try making math meaningful by 
connecting it to the children’s real-life 
experiences (making a chart about 
favorite food).

Hands on experience with manipulatives can help build cognitive knowledge through play.





Math & Manipulatives Area





• Include a variety of materials from 
crayons and paint to items for 3-
Dimensional Art

• Make sure to include materials that are 
reflective of the children in your 
classroom so they feel a sense of 
belonging

• Give children the opportunity to visit the 
art center as needed to help with social 
emotional development and self-
regulation

The Art Center provides children with the opportunity to not only express themselves, but to 
participate in sensory experiences and develop skills from fine motor to spatial awareness.





Art Center





• Include a good selection of music and 
musical instruments, especially those 
items that are familiar to children in the 
class.

• Ensure there are items that encourage 
different types of movement to help 
build brain body connections.

• Incorporate music and movement 
throughout the day to add a fun element 
to daily activities.

The Music and Movement Center provides children with the opportunity to interact with and 
make music while moving their bodies, building brain to body connections.





Music and Movement





• Include items such as living things, 
natural items, science tools and 
opportunities for sensory exploration

• Provide time both indoors and outdoors 
for open ended exploration and 
observation

• Make sure to include access to non-
fiction and other science books to 
support learning across different areas

Science investigation and sensory exploration help build a sense of wonder and an 
understanding of the world. 





Science and Sensory





• Include items that support gross 
motor skills along with 
opportunities for other learning 
areas.

• Ensure items in the outdoor 
environment are safe and 
appropriate for the children using 
them

• Allow for open ended play and 
exploration

The outdoor environment is crucial to open ended play in which children build perseverance 
and develop important gross motor skills.





Outdoor Play







• Ensure there are areas in the classroom 
where children and educators can 
comfortable fit

• It is important to take accessibility and 
individual needs into account during whole 
group activities

• Whole group activities and direct instruction 
allow for opportunities to model respectful 
and positive communication.

Whole group and direct instruction gives educators the opportunity to help guide children in 
their learning adventure.





Whole Group/Direct Instruction
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