
 

California State Board of Education's Portrait of a 
Graduate/Learner: Supplemental Resources 
 

The State Board of Education (SBE) has engaged in a series of discussions focused on advancing student 
and school success in a rapidly changing context and understanding how innovation and whole-child 
approaches are being implemented across California and in other states. Across the July, September, and 
November 2024 sessions, Board members examined system progress and needs, and began exploring 
how a California State Board of Education Portrait of a Graduate/Learner could serve as a north star for 
SBE policy and decision-making. This work drew from locally developed portraits and national 
perspectives and is intended to guide coherence at the state level rather than mandate local practice. 
Through this work, the Board began identifying shared characteristics and early next steps toward 
developing an SBE Portrait to support aligned, student-centered policy direction.  
 

●​ California State Board of Education July 2024 Study Session Item #17 

●​ California State Board of Education September 2024 Agenda Item #04 

●​ California State Board of Education November 2024 Agenda Item #14 

The resources below include materials shared with the Board as well as those provided by SBE-invited 
presenters during these discussions. 
 

●​ States Sketch ‘Portraits of a Graduate’ - National Association of State Board of Education 

This piece highlights how state boards across the country are adopting Portrait of a 
Graduate frameworks to define the skills and competencies students need for success in 
a rapidly changing world, and how these visions are shaping policy and practice. 
 

●​ Graduate Profiles Brief - WestEd  

This brief analyzes more than fifty locally developed graduate profiles in California, 
identifying common themes and design elements to surface shared aspirations for 
student competencies and inform state-level learning. 
 

●​ Building Future-Ready Students: The State of Portraits of Graduate Frameworks - WestEd  

This report examines emerging trends, implementation approaches, and promising 
practices nationwide in developing Portrait of a Graduate frameworks, emphasizing their 
role in preparing students with the knowledge, skills, and dispositions for future success. 

 

1 

https://ccee-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/jul24item17.pdf
https://ccee-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/sep24item04.pdf
https://ccee-ca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/nov24item14.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15cX4GsHtySGxBgiiCbR9gNqqBLfn9LrS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xXNqTgPE0Dclx5UKz_EHzqxTyXwZ4wBO/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QCHVA--dM-qtNegIYSPKDYZIm93d7Gro/view?usp=sharing

